
 
 
 
 

Franklin  Middle  School 
2008  Enrichment  Reading  Program 

  
 

 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians of Current and New Franklin Middle School Students, 
 
Franklin Middle School will again conduct its ENRICHMENT READING PROGRAM in order to promote 
excellence in reading and writing.  This year’s program requires that each student read one novel, chosen 
from MARYLAND’s BLACK-EYED SUSAN LIST (on the back of this paper).    
 
After having read the novel, the student should complete the “Summary” BCR (Brief Constructed 
Response).  Then, the student should choose and respond to TWO of the remaining four BCRs for the same 
novel.  The student responses must be completed NEATLY, in ink or typed.  Additional copies of the BCRs 
will be available in Franklin Middle School’s Main Office.  
 
When the students report to their English/Language!/Language Arts classes during the first week of school 
(August 25-29), they will be urged to submit their three BCRs, signed by a parent or guardian; however, 
the teachers of English/Language!/Language Arts will continue to accept this work until 
 

 Wednesday, October 15, 2008.   
 
The students’ responses will then be assessed and counted as a major composition grade for the first 
quarter of the 2008-2009 school year.     
 
If your child would like to read more books over the summer, visit Baltimore County’s Strive for 25 website:  
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/tips/readingpage/strive25/index.html  Here, you’ll find 
extensive lists (elementary, middle, and high school) of the most popular books  read by students, as 
compiled by K-12 library media specialists in the Baltimore County Public Schools.     
 
Reading and writing are year-long and life-long activities which offer students opportunities to enjoy the 
literary experience, as well as to expand their education and understanding of the world.  We appreciate your 
support of our Enrichment Reading Program and thank you for accepting this challenge.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

The Administration and Faculty of Franklin Middle School  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Franklin Middle School’s Enrichment Reading Program, 2008 
BRIEF CONSTRUCTED RESPONSES (BCRs) 

 
 
Student’s Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________                        
 
Title of Novel:         ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author:                            ___________________________________________________       Number of Pages:   _____________ 
 
Parent’s Signature:   _____________________________________________            Date:   __________ 
 
NOTE:  Many students prefer to use this paper for their rough drafts and then write (in ink) or type (double-spaced) the three 
prompts on their own paper;  however, this paper should still be submitted, with the top part completed. 
 
 
BCR #1  SUMMARY:  Compose a BRIEF SUMMARY of your novel. Include information about the main character(s), the 
plot, and how the novel ends.    

 ________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 

 
Choose TWO of the following to complete on the back of this paper: 

 
BCR #2  SETTING:  Describe the major SETTING* for your novel.  Explain how the setting helps create the MOOD* of 
the novel.  Provide specific support from the text.  
 *  setting - the time (can be very specific or more general) and physical location 
 *  mood - the dominant or overall feeling 
 
BCR #3  CHARACTER:  Choose a CHARACTER and ONE of his or her QUALITIES*.  Explain how the character 
displays this quality, using support from the novel.  Then, explain how you or someone you know displays that same 
quality.   
 *  quality - a distinguishing personality trait, such as generosity, confidence, stubbornness, independence, etc. 
 
BCR #4  THEME:  Explain ONE THEME* developed in the novel.  Use details from the novel to support your choice. 
 *  theme - the author’s message about life or human behavior, such as Telling lies can become a habit that puts  
  others in danger, or A person who doesn’t respect your moral values is not a true friend.  
 
BCR #5  RECOMMENDATION:  Write a RECOMMENDATION for your novel.  Explain to whom (an individual or a group 
of people) you would recommend this novel and why, providing specific support from the text. 
 
 
 
 
 



BCR  #  _____    ________________________________: 
 

 ________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
 
BCR  #  _____    ________________________________: 
 

 ________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 


